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“MUCH BETTER BY FAR” 

(Philippians 1:21-26) 

Series:  “Philippians:  The Joyful Letter” (Part 8) 

 

...My sermon today is both a testimonial and an exposition of God’s wonderful Word.  As you know, life has many 

unforeseen twists and turns.  Proverbs 27:1 says it so well, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know 

what a day may bring forth.”  A week ago on Monday morning I read that verse and as the day unfolded I tasted 

again the reality of it, as I learned of my dangerous situation and then I experienced God’s amazing care. 

...So how do we as Christians think about the hard reality of life?  The reality that life is short and uncertain?   

   How can we live in light of this, knowing that soon, sooner than we may think, life here and now may be over? 

...Paul’s pen guides us in this as his life is hanging in the balances, and death may be imminent.   

 

TWO OBSERVATIONS HELPING US TO LIVE ABUNDANTLY TODAY KNOWING THE BEST IS YET TO 

COME.   

...For only the Christian can have the truly satisfying life filled with contentment even in a broken world. 

 

I. If You Are A Christian The Totality Of Your Existence Is Christ. (1:21a) 

...Paul put it this way, “For me to live is Christ.”  This involves at least three elements: 

A. Faith in Christ.  If life equals Christ, this points to the beginning of your salvation. 

1. This is the acknowledgement that you can do nothing to save yourself, that you deserve hell 

from God rather than heaven, and that Christ has provided for you salvation by dying in 

your place.  You must receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord. 

2. Are you trusting in Christ alone for your salvation?  It is all of Him, and none of what you 

have done.  Abundant living begins by knowing Jesus as your Savior.   

B. Fellowship with Christ.  This is the daily relational sharing we enjoy with Jesus.   

1. This is the blessing we have in walking with Jesus through life.  “I’ll never leave you...” 

...”Yet I am always with you, you hold me by the right hand, guide me with...” (Psalm 73) 

2. This involves a relationship, and like all relationships it must be cultivated.   

...The wonderful facts of theology ought to drive us to worship and enjoy our Lord. 

...The presence of the Lord in life brings joy.  If there is no joy (or peace...) the cause may 

well be a lack of fellowship with Jesus.  Don’t let things or activities keep you from 

spending time in His presence.  “One thing is needful...” (Luke 10:41-42)  Joy!!! 

C. Following after Christ.  Living for Christ means following Him, and He is on the move. 

1. Jesus’ repeated call to those was “Follow Me.”  (Matthew, the rich young ruler, etc.) 

...Jesus was always calling others to follow Him.  He invites you to follow Him today. 

2. To follow Him means you must forsake all that keeps you from Him.  

...To do this means there must be a crucifixion.  (Gal 2:20)   Death to self... 

...Peter and Andrew left their nets.  James and John left Zebedee, Matthew left his money 

tables, and you must leave your sin, your personal aspiration, and you must do so all your 

life.  Doing this is the blessed, abundant life.  It is the best of all lives. 

 

II. If You Are A Christian, Dying In Christ Will Exceed Your Greatest Expectation. (v.21-26) 

...Paul:  “To die is gain.”  This is better translated, “Much better by far!”  Death benefits: 

A. Death Benefit:  To die “In Christ” means we have freedom from evil. 

1. The non-Christian may not desire this, but the believer who has tasted the delight of God’s 

righteousness, longs for a purity that he will never have on earth.  We long to be free of sin, 

pain and worry.  Death will bring freedom to God’s child.   



2. Believers are said to “Sleep in Jesus.” (1Thessalonians 4:15) “The image of sleep is a 

metaphor and teaches that in death, as in physical sleep, we are free from the cares that 

trouble life and are partakers of the peace that has a heavenly origin.“ (Boice)    

B. Death Benefit:  To die “In Christ” Means We Will Be Made Like Jesus.  (1 John 3:2)    

1. We will be like Him in righteousness.  (2 Timothy 4:2)  “We will receive the crown of...” 

...We do not now this righteousness now, we have only tasted it slightly.  But one day... 

2. We will be like Him in knowledge.  (1 Corinthians 13:12)  “Now we see through a glass 

darkly...” 

3. We shall be like Christ in love.  What a joy to be like Him in this!  (Ultimate makeover!) 

C. Death Benefit:  To die “In Christ” means we shall be with Him forever.  Death always means 

separation.  Though our bodies and souls will separate, we will be instantly with Jesus forever! 

 

SO WHAT?  WHAT DIFFERENCE SHOULD THIS MAKE IN YOUR LIFE? 

1. God made you, as one in His likeness, so that you might enjoy His fellowship.  Sin entered through our first 

parents and separated us from Him.  God did everything to correct the division by sending His Son who was 

made in the likeness of man for the purpose of bearing the penalty of sin.  Jesus, through His death, 

bridged the gap and made possible a renewed friendship.  Now living for us means walking close to Jesus 

and enjoying Him every day of our life.  Spend time daily with Him.  This is what you were made for. 

 

2. Warren Wiersbe wrote, “Philippians 1:21 becomes a valuable test of our lives.  “For me to live is _______, 

and to die is ______” You fill in the blanks. 

...”For me to live is money, and to die is to leave it all behind.” 

...”For me to live is fame, and to die is to be forgotten.” 

...”For me to live is power and to die is to lose it all.” 

 Furthermore, Wiersbe wrote, “No, we must echo Paul’s convictions it we are going to have joy in spite of 

circumstances, and if we are going to share in the furtherance of the gospel.  “For to me to live is Christ 

and to die is gain.”   

 

3. Dear Christian never fear death, embrace it for what it is, it is the door that gives us even more of Jesus.  

It is, much better by far! 

 

4. This morning Jesus is calling you to receive the free gift of eternal life.  You must come to the end of 

yourself and cast yourself wholly upon our Savior, who gave His life on the Cross to pay for our sins.  He 

died the death we all deserved to die.  Call upon Him today, and He will save you from your sin.   


