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SOLI DEO GLORIA! 

(1 Corinthians 10:31, 1 Peter 4:11, Romans 11:36) 

Series:  The Five Solas of the Reformation (Part 5) 

 

…Is your greatest happiness and joy found in God or in someone or something else?  Is God’s glory or your own self-

fulfillment the goal of your life?  These very important questions call each of us to consider the Westminster 

Confession of Faith’s first great question:  “What is the chief end of man?”  The answer:  “Man’s chief end is to 

glorify God and to enjoy Him for ever.”   

…”S.D.G.” are the three letters used by some of God’s great saints to describe their lives and work.  “Soli Deo 

Gloria,” “Glory to God Alone,” means that everything that is done is for God’s glory, to the exclusion of self-

glorification and pride.  Both Johann S. Bach and George F. Handel used “S.D.G.” at the beginning and end of their 

church compositions.  In fact, “Soli Deo Gloria” was carved into the organ at Bach’s church in Leipzig. 

…Today, we will study the 5th of the 5 “Solas” from the Reformation describing the essence of the Gospel.       

“Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, Solus Christus, and Soli Deo Gloria!!!” 

 

FOUR QUESTIONS UNFOLDING THE MEANING AND APPLICATION OF THE GLORY OF GOD IN OUR 

LIVES.   

 

I. What Is The Glory Of God?   

A. We hear so much about God’s glory that it tends to lose meaning for us. (Psalm 19:1)  

B. John Piper tells, “God’s glory is His holiness put on display.”   

1. His holiness refers to God’s uniqueness.  There is none like Him.  It points to the totality of 

His being and His works.  Who He is, His creation, providence, salvation… 

2. Words like His “beauty” and “greatness” attempt to speak of His glory… 

…We were made to find our deepest pleasure in admiring the infinitely admirable—the glory 

of God.  (Piper) 

 

II. What Does It Mean To Give God Glory? 

A. It is to set God highest in our thoughts... to have a reverential esteem of Him.   

B. It is to live in such a way that honors and magnifies the Lord God. (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

1. From the most common of life’s activity, “eating and drinking,” to the most complex of life’s 

issues and problems…we intentionally give glory, praise, and thanks to God who has made us 

for Himself and for His glory.  

2. This means that we are never to seek our own glory.  Nebuchadnezzar…(Daniel 4:28f) 

C. It is living a God-admiring life.  We admire His attributes, His wonders, His creation, and His 

promises.  In a small way we see a picture of this, “Fathers are the pride of their children,” 

…Small children will often brag about their dads…”My dad…” This is how we glorify God!!! 

 

III. Why Must We Give God Glory?   

A. Because He gives us life. (Psalm 100:3)  “It is He who made us, and not we ourselves.” 

…We draw our breath from Him, and all the comforts from life are from Him. (Romans 11:36) 

…The Father gave us life, the Son gave His life to give us life, and the Spirit gives us new life.  

B. Because God made all things for His glory. (Proverbs 16:4)  All things display our great God! 

C. Because all of our hopes hang upon Him. (Psalm 87:7)  “All my springs are in Thee.” (Psalm 16:5-6) 

  



IV. What Are Some Practical Ways You May Give God His Glory? 

A. When you prefer God’s glory above all other things.  “Your will be done, not mine.”   

B. When you confess your sins.  In doing this you agree with God, and so it glorifies Him. (1John 1:9) 

C. When you exercise faith.  God honors faith, because faith honors God.  Unbelief affronts God… 

D. When you bear much fruit. (John 15:8)  Because the world can see the results of a Spirit-filled life.  

That is what we are here to do, put God on display.   

E. When we live a life of contentment.  When we are content, we acknowledge God’s sovereignty in our 

lives, and this glorifies God.  If we are discontented, we questioned God’s wisdom… 

F. When we walk cheerfully.  God’s people have ground for cheerfulness.  We are justified, adopted, 

and this makes music within our souls no matter the storm that rages outside. 

G. When we praise Him.  Praise is a God-exalting work. (Psalm 96:12) 

…”In prayer we act like men, in praise we act like angels.”  

 

SO WHAT? WHAT DIFFERENCE SHOULD THIS MAKE IN YOUR LIFE?  

1. When we live to the glory of God, He responds by giving us overwhelming joy.  “Well”, you say, “I have a 

tough life.  I just don’t have any joy.”  Suggestion:  Start glorifying God...and the joy will begin to flow.  Try 

it! 

 

2. Daily make it your aim in life to honor the Lord.  Keep looking to the Cross and see God’s love for you in 

sending Jesus to die in your place.  Remember “The pit from which you were dug”...and “He who has been 

forgiven much, loves much.”   

 

3. Whatever you do, whether great or small, do it for the Lord God.  With such God is well pleased and 

glorified by it.   

 

4. Today you may glorify God by responding to His command to repent of your sin and believe upon Jesus.  

Come to the Cross this morning and God will receive you, forgive you, and give you Eternal Life.  “Soli Deo 

Gloria”   

   


